Rotavirus-associated diarrhea in a commercial rabbitry.
An epizootic of diarrheal disease occurred in a commercial specific-pathogen-free rabbitry, and was characterized by sudden onset, rapid spread, and high morbidity and mortality among sucklings. Affected rabbits rapidly became dehydrated and most died within two days of the onset of diarrhea. Eight of these rabbits were necropsied. Five had blunted and fused small intestinal villi with attenuated villous enterocytes. A rotavirus was isolated from four rabbits, and five survivors of affected litters had strong antibody responses to rotavirus.